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Focal ón bPríomhoide. 

A Cháirde, 

Is iontach an rud a bheith ag braith ar dea aimsir agus na páistí ag súil le laethannta saoire. Roimh 
deireadh na mbliana, ba mhaith liom scríobh chugaibh anseo. As we head towards the end of an-
other fantastic year in Scoil Niocláis I am delighted to share with you some thoughts for our 
Nuachtlitir, Summer 2025. 

At this time of year, we reflect on a hugely successful year, filled with learning, laughter and pro-
gress and think especially of our sixth class in particular who are ending their journey with us but 
excited about the new challenge of second level which lies ahead for them. Some of the other 
school life highlights are examined in more detail throughout this fine Summer Newsletter publi-
cation. 

A special mention of the very successful Intercultural Day held on the 30th May which celebrated 
the diversity of our school community. The arrival of new furniture for our Junior & Senior Infant 
classes along with our First Classes was a welcome addition to our rooms. On June 4th we com-
menced the Hot Meals Scheme in the school and we look forward to the scheme continuing into 
the future. 

We are especially grateful to our Parents’ Association for their support of the work of the 
school .I take this opportunity to convey our appreciation to the officers and committee. 

The introduction of the Voluntary Contribution Scheme ( Revenue CHY3 Scheme) , which allows 
schools as a recognised charity, to avail of the Revenue refund of contributions over €250 per year 
has been well received. We are most grateful to those who have been in a position to contribute to 
date. 

Preparation work for our Scoil Niocláis 25th Anniversary Celebration is well underway for the 
Autumn and we look forward to informing you of the plans and events in late August. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the staff for their dedication and hard work, the pu-
pils for their energy and learning and you the parents and guardians for creating the school com-
munity where we all belong. A special word of farewell to our S.N.A. colleague and friend Car-
mel Downey who is retiring after 19 years of sterling service to the school. 

Sport is an integral part of our school life and the school year 2024/25 again produced some mem-
orable highlights – Sciath na Scol football honours, Lúthchleasa Chorcaí success, a memorable 
trip to the Avia for the 5 a Side FAI Soccer Finals and dramatic low scoring victories in camogie 
and hurling as part of the Lough Leagues to mention but a few highlights. 

Working together, we embody our school motto, Doras Feasa Fiafraí. I want to wish you all a 
restful, happy and joyful summer holiday. Cífidh mé sibh go léir ar an 28ú lá de Lúnasa. 

Beannachtaí oraibh go léir. 

Beir bua, 

Marc Ó Síocháin. (Príomh – Oide.)   

The Junior Infant  Summer 
Concert was a little ray of 
sunshine . 

Ylenia an Italian teacher teach-
ing 4th class the language and 
Italian culture. This is part of a 
unique collaboration with UCC 
organised by Ms. Kelleher. In 
2026 a Modern Foreign Lan-
guage will be part of the curric-
ulum . Our school is preparing 
for this transition through the 
Jean Monnet Programme.  



  

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION   

Ms. Breen’s  5th class gave a warm welcome 

to their friends from St. Paul’s School for 

pupils with special needs.  The visit was or-

ganised for the 3rd year in a row . Our pu-

pils also  made a return visit to St. Paul’s.  

 The school chess teams in 4th , 5th and 6th class completed in The 

Féile Fichille Chess Tournament again this year . This is a one -day , 

fun and friendly meet and greet style tournament which promotes 

chess for the social and cognitive benefits it has for all students. The 

children performed and represented the school excellently on the day.  

FICHEALL CHESS TOURNAMENT    

 Bí Cineálta (meaning “Be Kind”) is a national anti-bullying framework for Irish primary schools. It ensures every child feels 
safe, included, and supported. This  new framework will be  launched in schools in September 2025 .  Ms. Creedon and Ms. 
Currane delivered training to teachers on our new school policy .  

What is Bí Cineálta? This framework requires schools to:  

✔  Prevent bullying through education and inclusion.  

✔  Support students affected by bullying.  

✔  Monitor and respond effectively to incidents. 

 

 Every school must have a Bí Cineálta Policy, reviewed annually.   

This  policy will be available on the school website in September  2025.  

A student-friendly version of the policy will be available . 

BÍ CINEÁLTA PROCEDURES TO PREVENT AND             
ADDRESS BULLYING BEHAVIOUR IN SCHOOLS 

There were wonderful celebrations in the Church of the Incar-

nation when some of our 2nd class pupils received the sacra-

ment of Holy Communion . Thank you to their teachers  and 

Fr. Riordan for preparing them so well for this special day in 

their journey of faith . The SNPA  organised an amazing  cele-

bration in the Halla for the families .  



On Friday, 30th May, Scoil Niocláis proudly celebrated Intercultural 

Day—a significant whole-school event held biannually  as part of The 

Jean Monnet  Actions Programme to honour and embrace the diverse 

cultures represented within our school community. 

Parents from 25 different countries, many in their national dress, hosted 

food stalls showcasing a variety of traditional dishes. This vibrant gather-

ing provided all 743 pupils with the unique opportunity to experience a 

rich array of international culinary delights. 

Many  families generously gave their time to share insights into their cul-

tural heritage, both at the food fair and through visits to classrooms 

where they led engaging activities for the children. 

The morning concluded on a heartfelt note with a beautiful performance 

by the Ukrainian choir – “Voices of Peace”, made up of many Ukrainian 

pupils currently attending our school. It was a memorable celebration of 

diversity, unity and community spirit. Ms. O’ Callaghan , Ms. Kelleher  

and all the committee  were delighted it was such a success.  

 

 

As part of the Jean Monnet Actions and Blue 

Star Programme our school celebrated soli-

darity  and unity in Europe . Pupils created 

projects on different European countries , 

they did  artwork  ,took part in language 

classes  and did online Kahoot quizzes  all 

about Europe . Ms. Kelleher  coordinated a 

collaboration with University College Cork  

where Italian teachers visited 4th class week-

ly  and taught the  language and aspects of  

Italian culture.  

There were wonderful celebrations in the Church of the Incar-

nation when some of our 2nd class pupils received the sacra-

ment of Holy Communion on the 17th  May . Thank you to their 

teachers  and Fr. Riordan for preparing them so well for this 

special day in their journey of faith . The SNPA  organised an 

amazing  celebration in the Halla for the families .  

 

INTERCULTURAL DAY  2025 

EUROPE  DAY ON THE 9TH MAY 

 



FAI Primary 5s  

Nationals- Bronze 

 Winners  

A huge well done to our 

boys soccer team who 

represented Munster in 

the National FAI 5s 

Tournament in the Aviva 

Stadium on the 11th 

June.  They played three 

matches and finished in 

3rd place overall. Ms. 

Breen and the school are  

immensely proud of 

them and our Girls 

Team  this year!  

CORK CITY SPORTS  

 

 
It was a fabulous day for City 
Sports in MTU this year. Ms. Hor-
gan  said there were hugely impres-

sive displays across the board in 
both the straight races and relay 
races. Ms. Raher & Ms. Horgan said 
that all the practice and teamwork 
paid off ! 

 

Our 6th class pupils had a great 
time playing cricket coaching 
from  Cork Harlequins Hockey 
and Cricket Club . 

Well done to the 5th class girls 
who took part in The Crossing 
the Camán's primary schools 
Camogie blitz that took place at 
Douglas GAA!  

Congratulations our U12's 
Girls Tennis Team who came 
in 3rd place in the All Ire-
land Schools Table Tennis 
Championships in Dublin.  

 

 

 

The Lough Leagues 

Well done to our boys and girls who 

took part in the Lough Leagues or-

ganised by St Finbarr’s Hurling 

 

 



The  Creative Schools Programme Wall Mural 

Well done to  Ms. Walsh  the co-ordinator  and all the 
teachers and pupils involved in Science activities, espe-
cially the annual 3rd class Science fairs, Science week, 
Engineering week, Maths Week activities, Science Blast 
in UL , VEX Robotics and all the workshops classes have 
enjoyed! 

We received our  2nd Curious Minds GOLD Medal 
plaque and we have a long tradition of STEM activi-
ties ! 4th & 6th class had a visit from Boston Scientific  
who delivered a sustainability workshop as part of The 
Junior Achievement Programme.  

  5 

As part of our Creative Schools Initiative children from different classes 
worked with talented artist Aoife Claffey. 

Our reception area was transformed with detailed paintings of leaves and 
vibrant flowers in shades of green, blues and yellows, encouraging a 
connection to the environment, promoting growth, and inspiring creativity 
in students.   

 

 

Pupils also worked with the artist Olivia 
Greeney on animal illustrations . 

 

STEM IN SCOIL NIOCLÁIS 2025  

 

 

 

 

 

 



S.N.P.A NEWS 

 

 

 

On the 5th of June Dr. Maureen Griffin gave senior pupils a talk on internet safety. 

 
The key issues  consistent with other schools across Ireland, were as follows: 
   
1. Parental Involvement. Some pupils were able to download an app onto their device with 
no parental involvement. As the digital age of consent is 16, parental involvement is central 
in ensuring the app is age appropriate and the privacy settings are activated . 
  
2. Screen Time.  A max of  1 hour per day. However, a large proportion of pupils reported 
spending longer than this on their devices. No devices midweek ideally or a Wellness 
Wednesday with a digital detox.  
  
3. Technology in bedrooms and the impact on sleep. Children need 9-11 hours sleep every 
night. As seen in the student session, a number of pupils have devices in their bedrooms .  
  
4. Class Group Chats, which are often created as a means of getting to known new people, 
find out what is for homework and generally stay in touch with class mates. Pupils  admitted 
to having a Snapchat group . A conversation about what is okay and not okay to do in a 
group, and encouraging students to leave and delete groups which target others, is im-
portant. Children are vulnerable online when they  create their own YouTube channel also.  
  
5. Use of age-inappropriate Apps and Games. Some pupils admitted to playing 18+ first per-

son shooter games . Students also admitted to using popular apps such as Snapchat (13+), 

Tik Tok(13+) and Youtube(13+) although no child was yet 13 years.   

6.Children should only play games with friends that their parents/guardians know. 

7. Pupils sometimes use devices as they are bored  . Create a list of alternative activities to 

inspire pupils at home  e.g. board game, art and craft , read a book , lego, rubix cube etc.  

 

Notes for Parents 

Summer Holidays 2025 

School Closes Friday June 
27th at 12 noon and 11.45 am 
for junior classes. 

School Reopens  

Thursday August 28th 2025 
at 8.35am. 

October 2025 mid - term 
break 

 
School closes Friday October 
24th at 2.20pm. Reopening 
Monday November 3rd. 
 
Christmas 2025 

Scoil Niocláis closes Friday 
December 19th  at 12 noon. 
Reopening Monday January 
5th 2026.  

We would like to say a massive “Thank You” to our fantastic Parents Association 
who support the school in many ways. They raise funds and  organise and offer 
support at special events. 2025 was another very successful year.  

The Parent’s Association were very kind and organised an amazing  reception in 
the school after the sacrament of Holy Communion . First Class families baked 
goods as per tradition in the school.  

The success of these special events  is dependent on the good will of our par-
ents to volunteer to help. Many hands make light work ! They  are recruiting  new 
committee members or volunteers for special events. Please  contact 
yvonnesnpa@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The Debate  Club was set up as a 

recommendation from the Stu-

dent Council . Ms. Breen and 

Ms. Oõ Keefeõs classes demon-

strated excellent teamwork and 

communication as they prepared 

arguments for both the proposi-

tion and the opposition on the 

thought provoking topic òAll 

zoos should be banned ò.Through 

their participation students de-

veloped valuable skills in critical 

thinking , research and public 

speaking . Ms. Hurley was in-

credibly proud of their enthusi-

asm , respectful engagement 

and growing confidence as 

young debaters. 

 

STUDENT COUNCIL 
CORNER 


