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School Philosophy

(a) This school is a developing primary school of mixed enrolment situated in the southern suburbs of Cork City.
(b) While recognising and respecting people's right to different beliefs, it is the philosophy of Scoil Niocláis to nurture Catholic values.
(c) We seek to develop each child in the fullest and broadest possible way, so that he/she may go on to become a mature and responsible adult in society.
(d) We believe that the combined efforts of home, school and church are essential in fostering the personal growth, development, self-esteem and well-being of the child.
(e) It is recognised that parents are the primary educators of their children and it is envisaged that this programme will support and complement what the children are learning in their home environment.
Definition of R.S.E.
R.S.E. is a programme to help children to learn at home and at school about their own development and about their friendships and relationships with others. This work is based on developing a good self-image, promoting respect for themselves and others and providing them with appropriate information.
Relationship of RSE to SPHE
(a) SPHE is a programme being developed by the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) as part of the current revision of the primary school curriculum.
(b) It provides opportunities for pupils to learn basic personal and social skills which foster integrity, self-confidence and self-esteem, while nurturing sensitivity to the feelings and rights of others.
(c) Relationships and Sexuality Education (RSE) is an integral part of Social, Personal and Health Education(SPHE). In particular, it addresses the meaning of human sexuality, relationships, growth and development, relevant personal and social skills and aspects of parenting.

What the school currently provides:
Scoil Niocláis currently provides SPHE in the following subject areas:
· Formal Programmes for RSE and SPHE include:
- Religious Education - "Alive-O" Programme
- Physical and Health Education
- Social and Environmental Studies
- Civics
- Code of Discipline - including parental input.
- Parent education includes RSE information meetings.

· Informal Initiatives:
Informally, Scoil Niocláis provides a supportive climate, with home/school involvement, where children's self-esteem is fostered and where individual effort and improvement is recognised and rewarded - (e.g. children who make efforts in accordance with their ability in school-work, behaviour and their interpersonal relationships receive rewards from the teacher).
- Good parent/teacher relationship.
- Parents welcomed and input valued.
- Good atmosphere in the school.
- Formal Parent Association.
- Regular parent/teacher meeting.
- A formal Code of Conduct which fosters fairness and tolerance.
- An atmosphere which accommodates people of different religious and cultural values.
The Aims of our RSE Programme:
- To enhance the personal development, self-esteem and well-being of the child.
- To help the child to develop healthy friendships and relationships.
- To foster an understanding of, and a healthy attitude to, human sexuality and relationships in a moral, spiritual and social framework.
- To provide the child with age-appropriate information about human love and human sexuality.
- To enable the child to acquire an understanding of, and respect for, human love, sexual intercourse and reproduction (5th and 6th Classes only).
Management and Organisation of RSE
Scoil Niocláis will deliver the curriculum as outlined in the NCCA/RSE document. This is available for those who wish to read it. Please contact the school office.
Provision will be made for children whose parents do not wish them to take part. 
Where the need arises, a facilitator may be called upon to provide children with information regarding human love, sexual intercourse and reproduction.
Provision for ongoing support, development and review:
It is hoped that resources such as videos and books will be provided to support parents and teachers with this programme.
The school will aim to ensure access to in-career development opportunities for teachers and policy committee members.
The Draft Policy will be made available to all parents for consideration and comment.
All materials relating to the entire programme will continue to be available to parents in the school. Parents are welcome to take the material home for consideration, if desired.
